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Upcoming Nation Events
· Fascar Race/Saturday, April 8th.   The April event is the FASCAR race. 
It will be at Community Church of the Portage Lakes, 3260 Cormany Rd., across from the Coventry Junior High School (the old High School). 

Practice and registration will be on Thursday April 6th and Friday April 7th, from 6pm to 8pm. 

All cars must be registered by Friday at 8pm.  Once a car is registered it will be impounded and there will not be any additional modifications allowed on that car. 

The races will be divided into age brackets, the youngest bracket will be first at 8am , with the other age brackets to follow at 10am and 12 noon. Details will be given out at registration. See attached info at end of this month’s Smoke!
· Spring Campout/May 19-21st at Camp Y-Noah.  At the longhouse we agreed to have initial headcount by tribe by the next Longhouse which is April 18th.  This headcount will be used for cabin assignments so make it as accurate as possible. Money will be due May 16th.  $110 per father/son.  Extra sons covered by nation.

· Green Memorial Day Parade/May 29th.  Make-up event.
· Relay for Life/June 23-24th
· Canoeing Canal Fulton/July 29th.

· Fall Campout/September 29-31st.   Camp Tippecanoe.
Next Longhouse:  Tuesday, April 18, 2006, 7:30PM at Green YMCA.  
· Due at April Longhouse:  Bowling Critique & Head count for Spring camp out to Dwayne Haines.
· Due at May 16th  Longhouse:  money for camp out. $110.00 per father and son, Extra sons the nation pays for. No discounts for one-night stays.
From the Storyteller
Charlie Elliot/Freedom Eagle

The Mountain Story 

"A son and his father were walking on the mountains.
Suddenly, his son falls, hurts himself and screams: "AAAhhhhhhhhhhh!!!"
To his surprise, he hears the voice repeating, somewhere in the mountain: "AAAhhhhhhhhhhh!!!"
Curious, he yells: "Who are you?"
He receives the answer: "Who are you?"
And then he screams to the mountain: "I admire you!"
The voice answers: "I admire you!"
Angered at the response, he screams: "Coward!"
He receives the answer: "Coward!"
He looks to his father and asks: "What's going on?"
The father smiles and says: "My son, pay attention."
Again the man screams: "You are a champion!"
The voice answers: "You are a champion!"
The boy is surprised, but does not understand.
Then the father explains: "People call this ECHO, but really this is LIFE.
It gives you back everything you say or do.
Our life is simply a reflection of our actions.
If you want more love in the world, create more love in your heart.
If you want more competence in your team, improve your competence.
This relationship applies to everything, in all aspects of life;
Life will give you back everything you have given to it." 
YOUR LIFE IS NOT A COINCIDENCE. IT'S A REFLECTION OF YOU!"
Nation Officer Remarks
NATION CHIEF:  Pat Duff 330-244-0147 (pduff@uakron.edu)
Tonka Hey

I would like to thank to Jim Cross and the Mohawk tribe for another fun event spending the night at our YMCA. A Special thanks needs to go to Vince Mealy the Y Executive Director. 
Good luck at the Fast Car race. Michael and I have just about completed our car and look forward to running it April 8th. 
WAR CHIEF:  Scott Summers 330-644-9110 (scotts@rolandus.com)
At our recent long house meeting we discussed the email networking.  Everyone at the meeting likes the system and wants to continue networking within the nation.  We also plan to add a free Classified Ads section to our web site so you can promote your businesses there as well.  We will need to avoid the "reply to all" function in your email programs so I will be using blind carbon copy to send out requests or notifications.  Send your request to me and I will forward it to the nation with your email address in the reply line.  If you need to opt out of this email networking list, but still want to get the Smoke Signal emailed to you, please let me know and I will take care of it.
WAMPUM BEARER:  Tom Turner 330-493-7380 (tturner@walsh.edu)
Tonka Hey!

Congratulations to all of you for making the 2006 Fund Raiser a rousing success.  More dollars were generated than ever before - and we've raised enough  to fund 99% of next year's nation operating budget.

I am looking forward to spending the weekend with all of our fellow braves and chiefs at Camp Y-Noah in May!

TALLEY KEEPER:  Kurt Leibensperger 330-699-4734 (kurtleib@hotmail.com)
The overnighter was a lot of fun!    Andrew and I stayed until about 2am…and he was still going strong at that point (His dad was another story!)    I like the late night format, and the movies, pizza, popcorn & ice cream was a real nice touch!
MEDICINE MAN:  Cliff Dahlman  330-699-2301 (cdahl10005@aol.com)
Hope everyone has a good time at the YMCA overnighter. Mark and I will be out of town and will not be able to attend. We always have a good time with our events at the YMCA. We are looking forward to the Fast-car race in April. Maybe this year we will get lucky and at least place. Good luck to everyone. I will have an update on the Big Medicine points for the April Longhouse and Smoke. Also, I will have beads to pass out so you have them for the Spring Camp out.

 
STORY TELLER:  Charlie Elliott 330-896-0525 (elliottc@summa-health.org)
Tonka Hey – I hope everyone enjoyed the late nighter on Saturday night.  It looked like everyone was having a lot of fun.  The FAScar is in a couple of weeks, does anyone know a good engineer?  My son said he is tired that all of his cars are exactly the same shape….
Well Spring is here I hope everyone has a chance to get outside and have some fun with their boys!
WEB SPINNER:  Kevin Adkins 330-645-1302 (kevina@amerimail.com)
SACHEM:  Greg Badalich 330-882-2528 (gbadalich@aol.com)
Tribal Chief Remarks
APACHE:  John Waller (john.waller@wilsontool.com)
Tonka Hey! The Nation Reverse Raffle was a huge success and a whole lot of fun. Kudos to Pat Duff and the Council for hosting a great event and many thanks to the Dads in the Mighty Apache for your generous support as well.  From ticket sales, to donations for the silent auction, to selling bingo tickets and sideboards, to providing the credit card machine, the Apache represented well. The Manikiki Nation is in great shape going into next year again. Good Job, Guys!

We have some great events to look forward to coming up: 

Saturday, March 25th - Latenighter @ Green YMCA, 9:30PM-6:00AM – No Charge 

Saturday, April 8th – FastCar Race - $5/car kit 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, May 19th, 20th & 21st – Spring Campout @ Camp Y-Noah - $110 per father/son(s) 

Friday, June 9th – Akron Aeros Baseball Game (Family Event & Fireworks Night)

Saturday July 29th – Canoeing in Canal Fulton (Family Event)

August Event – Date and time TBD (Family Event) 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, September 29th, 30th & October 1st – Fall Campout @ Camp Tippecanoe

The Apache are in the running for the Big Medicine Award this year. Let’s go get ‘em!     

ARAPAHO:  Rich Ashley (rich@rwashley.com)
Thanks for all of the Arapaho who came over to help with boxing up the shoes we collected for Operation Iron Horse Happy Feet.  Making this a tribe event was Gregg’s idea and he did manage to make it back (he dropped off more shoes before anybody else got there and then took Andrew to his soccer playoff game … at least they won) after the rest of you left, but before the “adult beverages” were put away.  He’s a marvel of good timing. Anyhow, it was a good time and now I’ve got a bunch of shoes to ship.
I found out I was wrong about bowling, one of Paul Scheatzle’s boys (PJ, I think) won a sleeping bag with his high score for his age group.  Richie and I left too soon because we did so badly.  Paul showed his dedication to the cause by staying to the bitter end.  I guess that’s another reason to justify your unanimous selection of Paul as next year’s chief.  Just another illustration of how no good deed goes unpunished.

The YMCA overnighter will be history by the time this hits Smoke, and it’ll be interesting to see how late you all stay.  FASCAR follows on April 8th.  Paul’s daughter Rachel won the Indian Maidens’ event, I wonder if he has the speed secret for this year?

I’ll let Cliff Dahlman know about everybody who participated in our shoe project so all participants get credit for completing the Service Project.  I’m still waiting to hear back from Adopt a Platoon about the Marine unit that requested remote control cars to use against improvised explosive devices.  If they still need them, we need to make the request to the entire Manikiki Nation.  It would sure be a great way to put to good use some RC cars that our kids aren’t using anymore. 
BLACKHAWK: Dave Zehner (david.zehner@timken.com)
Just wanted to say that I thought the reverse raffle was the best yet. Thanks to all who contributed their time and/or money.  Jeff the fishing equipment was great.
The fastcar derby is quickly approaching, hope everyone has started building their cars! Hope to see everyone at the YMCA sleepover.

CHEROKEE:  James Wiggins (jpwiggo@yahoo.com)
The Cherokee are running the July event we are going to Canoe out of a Canal Fulton Livery.   That will be the official medicine point event.  More information to follow (the Livery is still closed for the season).  

Also that weekend many of us will be camping at Nimisella state park, so all you campers put Friday/Saturday (July 28/29) in your camping calendar.  The camping is an unofficial get together and all family and friends are invited.  The campground was just remodeled and is not the campground you may know of from your youth.  The fishing there is fantastic for kids.

Depending on how many campers, we will try to get some activities going,

like movie (they have an outdoor theater) popcorn, S'mores and the like. More info to follow as the time gets closer.

Happy Birthday to Little Warrior - Blain Rossitter, who turned 6 last month.

The Cherokee had a great time at the reverse raffle - many thanks to Singing moose and everybody loved the entertainment.

On another note, many of you know that there is a shortage of official Indian Guide headbands.  This is because our official supplier stopped making them.  Right now we are in the process of finding a new supplier.  In the meantime, some of us (like me) have been searching for old IG tribes that have disbanded.  I figure that some of these tribes have to have a box or two of headbands or other IG materials that we could use.  I just started this search and have not found anything yet but am continuing to look. Anybody is welcome to help with this effort.

In the meantime I have seen headbands for sale on eBay.  Anybody is free to purchase them there.  If there is ever a large lot for sale there at a reasonable price, I'll talk to council and see if we can purchase it.

COMANCHE: Jeff Pearce (jeffp@pearceengineering.com)
Spring is here! Summer is on the way! Let’s all remember to spend as much time as we can with our little braves this summer, they won’t be little braves forever!  

The Mighty Comanche Tribe had a great time at the overnighter, but I’m sure all the big braves were glad to be home to get some sleep.

The FASCar race is approaching quickly, hope everyone’s getting their car ready.  Kits are still selling fast.  It should be a lot of fun!

Only one upcoming birthday in the Comanche Tribe and that’s me, Jeff “Last Hawk” Pearce, April 3rd. Don’t forget to wish me a Happy Birthday!

CREEK: Pat Flynn (patflynn2@aol.com)
Tonka Hey!!!

Creek Tribe would like to wish a Happy 40th birthday to Dave Rownd 4-17 and John Rownd big 9 on 3-30.  

Hope that everyone is getting their FastCars ready with their sons, it is a good bonding thing to do with the boys, the design and build of the cars, just ask Scot Kingan, who loves this event.

We are going to have the fall campout at Camp Tippecanoe, and at the Longhouse last month, some concerns were brought up about the food there.  I talked to the Camp Director who acknowledged that 4-5 years ago, that was a problem, and their program has changed.  She assures us the food is not an issue anymore, so we can go there and not worry!  If it is bad, we can blame Creek Tribe pseudo member Gregg Badalich for his suggestion of Camp Tippecanoe.

CROW: Bob Walsh (rmbagreen@aol.com)
Hope everyone is working on their cars for the upcoming FasCar event on Saturday, April 8th.  I'll need a head count and money for the Spring Camp Out at Camp Y-Noah from May 19-21st.  Thanks to all the fathers and sons who joined in on the activities at the YMCA.  Everyone had a great time.  Happy Birthday to Brendan Walsh (3/18) and Kyle Hower (3/20).  

 

KICKAPOO: Paul Mallue (malluep@firstenergycorp.com)
The Kickapoo Tribe is looking forward to seeing the entire Nation at the Green Y Overnighter. Hopefully, everyone is putting the finishing touches on their Fascars in order to have them ready for race day, Saturday April

8.Â  It won’t be long until warm weather is here (hopefully) and we are spending the weekend of May 19-21 at Camp Y-Noah.  The Kickapoo’s will be hosting the Akron Aeros game on Friday, June 9.Â  A lot of fun activities coming up providing the opportunity to spend quality time with our sons.

MANDAN: Troy Tietz (ttietz@emp.com)
MINGO: Tim Dunigan (tddunigan1356@msn.com)
MOHAWK: Jim Cross (loris@bobermarkey.com)
Thanks to all that helped at the overnight at the Y, I appreciate everyone’s help.  If anyone hasn’t gotten their Fast Car kits yet, please let me know, kits are $5.00 each.  Please let me know if you plan on attending the Spring Campout in May, I need a headcount and payment in April.  Belated birthday wishes to Jonny and Ben.  
NAVAJO: Dwayne Haines (dghaines@babcock.com)
Tonka Hey,

The days are getting longer, which means we are closer to our annual Spring Campout. Please mark your calendars, and again I ask that you give your son the full weekend of your attention.

We have not added any new members this year, but the Navajo remains a strong vibrant tribe.

Many of the Navajo must miss the all nighter, but we wish the nation great fun and look forward to the Fast Car Race April 8th.

2006 Manikiki Nation Father And Son Car (FAS-Car) Derby

Race Date and Location:
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Location:  Community Church of Portage Lakes.  Located on the corner of Cormany and Robinson, across from the old Coventry High School.

Race date:  Saturday, April 8th.  Races will start promptly by age group as follows:

· Ages 5-7:  9:00 - 10:30 am.

· Ages 8-9:  10:30 - 12:00 p.m.

· Ages 10-12:  12:00-1:30 p.m.

Pre-registration:  Thursday and Friday evenings, April 6th & 7th, at the race location, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Note: all cars must be pre-registered either Thursday or Friday evening; there will be NO registration of cars the morning of the race!

Car Specifications:

Maximum length:  10.0 inches.  There is no minimum length, except that the locations of the axles can not be moved.

Maximum width:  4.5 inches at the widest point, including the axles.

Maximum weight:  16 ounces.  That's 1 pound.  There is no minimum weight.

Maximum height:  Please Note!  Because of the timing gate there is a 6 ¾ inch height restriction on all cars!!!
Miscellaneous: No mechanical devices may be used to speed up the cars: springs, magnets, moving weights, etc.  Cars must run on the 4 wheels and 2 axles provided in the kit.  Axles must be stationary, but can be shortened as desired.  Metal washers, cotter pins, etc, can be used in replacement for the red plastic washers/caps provided in the kit.  Any material is allowed in construction of the cars.  Any lubrication, in any amount, is allowed before registration.  No car modifications, including lubrication will be allowed after registration, or between heats!

Other:

· At pre-registration, car weight and other dimensions will be verified.  If a brave cannot make it to the church to pre-register his car, another member of his tribe, or a family member, can register it for him.  The track will be set up for trial runs both evenings, and basic tools will be available for minor adjustments on-site.

· Each age bracket will be run as double-elimination, meaning that each little brave is guaranteed at least 2 races.  If possible, braves will not race their first heat against other little braves in their own tribe.

· Races will be started by the nose of the car.  We will be using a new electronic finishing gate to determine the winner of each heat.  Mechanical track problems of any kind will result in a ‘dead heat’ and the cars will be run again.

· Trophies will be awarded for the 3 fastest cars in each age group. Design trophies will be awarded for the 2 best designed and/or decorated cars, in each age group, in each of 2 different categories:  Indian Theme, and Creative Theme.  The criteria for design judging in the Indian Theme are: originality and adherence to Native American themes.  The criteria for design judging in the Creative Theme are originality and creativity.  Please be sure that any decorative trappings do not fall off the car during the race or in any way interfere with the other cars in the heat.  Note that a car is allowed to win for both decoration and speed!

· In the past we have always completed each age bracket in a very timely manner, so this year we have reduced the time from 2 hours down to an hour and a half.  Please be on time and ready to race when your age group is scheduled.  As in years past, a little brave need not be present to race his car.  His father, chief, or another little brave can place the car on the track when called to race.  All little braves that pre-register a car will be given participation credit for the event.

· This is intended to be a ‘fun’ event for the boys and fathers, and everyone’s patience and sportsmanship is appreciated.  All decisions of the judges are final!

Questions or comments about the event?  Please call or e-mail Tom Knoebel, at 330.882.2387, or tknoebel@tribute.com
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